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PREPARED BY DAVID STEIN 


EQUIPMENT TEST REPORTS 


Amplifiers and Preamplifiers 

Acurus 100X3 (power), Jan. 81 

Adcom GFA-7000 THX (power), Aug. 50 

B&K AV5000 (power), Jan. 81 

Carver AV-405 (power), Jan. 81 

Cinepro 600X (power), Jul. 44 

Kenwood KM-X1 (power), Jan. 81; KC-Z1 
Stage 3 (home-theater controller), Oct. 35 

NAD Model 916 (power), Jan. 81; Model 310 
(integrated), Apr. 37 

Niles SI-1200 (twelve-channel power), Sep. 54 

Parasound HCA-806 (power), Jan. 81 

Yamaha DSP-A3090 (integrated), May 35 


Car Stereo (Pohlmann) 
Alpine CDM-7829 CD receiver, Aug. 72 
a/d/s/ 325im speakers, Aug. 72 
Blaupunkt Velocity VPD693 speakers, Aug. 72 
Kicker Impulse 354xi power amplifier, 
Aug. 72 


Compact Disc Players 

Aiwa XP700 (portable), May 60 

AMC CD8, May 48 

Audio Alchemy ACD II, Jun. 44 

Fisher PC-D5700 (portable), May 60; Studio 
150 DAC-1506 (changer), Dec. 40 

JVC XL-MC302 (changer), Jul. 52 

Kenwood DPC-761 (portable), May 60; DP- 
J2070 (changer), Jul. 52 

Magnavox AZ6848 (portable), May 60 

Panasonic SL-S341C (portable), May 60 

Pioneer Elite PDR-99 (recorder), Jan. 48; PD- 
F1004 (changer), Jul. 52 

Rotel RCC-945 (changer), Nov. 62 

Sony D-345 (portable), May 60; CDP-CX153 
(changer), Jul. 52 

Technics SL-MCSO (changer), Mar. 47; SL- 
MC400 (changer), Jul. 52 


Headphones 

Koss JR/900, Dec. 80 

Recoton W200, Dec. 80 
Sennheiser RS8, IS 850, Dec. 80 
Sony MDR-RF940RK, Dec. 80 


Receivers 

Denon DRA-565RD (stereo), Jun. 56; AVR- 
3600 (Dolby Digital), Nov. 40 

Harman Kardon HK3250 (stereo), Jun. 56; 
AVR80 (audio/video), Sep. 44 

JVC RX-818VBK (audio/video), Dec. 50 

Kenwood KR-X1000 (audio/video), Apr. 29 

Marantz SR-96 (audio/video), Aug. 42 

Onkyo TX-SV727 (audio/video), Jun. 40 

Optimus STAV-3470 (audio/video), Jul. 40 

Sony STR-G3 (audio/video), Mar. 35 
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Yamaha RX-V2090 (audio/video), Feb. 27; 
RX-595 (stereo), Jun. 56 


Recorders 

Aiwa AD-S950 (cassette), Jan. 42 

Pioneer Elite PDR-99 (compact disc), Jan. 48 
Sony MZ-R3 (portable MiniDisc), Feb. 33 


Speaker Systems 

Acoustic Research Model 312 HO, Jun. 45 

Advent Powered Partners AV370 (multimedia), 
Oct. 86 

Altec Lansing ACS500 (multimedia), Oct. 86 

Atlantic Technology System 220 (home- 
theater) Apr. 42; M110/M105 (multimedia), 
Oct. 86 

AudioSource Project One (indoor/outdoor), 
Jan. 56 

B&W 600 Series (home-theater), Sep. 66 

B.LC Venturi V-504, Oct. 62 

Bose Lifestyle 20 (music system), Mar. 42; 
Lifestyle 901 (music system), Sep. 60; 
Acoustimass Multimedia, Oct. 86 

Cambridge SoundWorks Ensemble IV (three- 
piece), Jan. 45; Ensemble System (home- 
theater), Sep. 66; SoundWorks by Henry 
Kloss (multimedia), Oct. 86; Tower II, 
Dec. 56 

Canon S-35, Mar. 40 

Celestion Impact 10, Apr. 38; Home Theater in 
a Box, Aug. 56 

DCM TimeWindow SurroundScape, Aug. 60 

Definitive Technology BP2002, Sep. 49 

Energy C-2, Oct. 59 

Eosone RSS 702 (three-piece), Jul. 47 

Infinity Compositions Prelude, Feb. 31 

JBL Media Design/Media Sub (multimedia), 
Oct. 86; Simply Cinema SCS120 (home- 
theater), Nov. 70 

KEF 60S/80C/30B (home-theater), Jul. 50 

Klipsch Rebel KSS-3 (three-piece), Oct. 42 

Labtec LCS-3210 (multimedia), Oct. 86 

Linaeum Extreme, Oct. 44 

Magneplanar MMG, Oct. 52 

M&K S-85 (home-theater), Sep. 66 

MB Quart Domain 20, Jul. 46 

MicroMultimedia Labs TC 1490-8SUB 
(multimedia), Oct. 86 

NHT VT-2, May 42; SuperOne, Nov. 50 

Paradigm LRC HT (home-theater), Mar. 52; 
Reference Eclipse/BP, Nov. 56 

Phase Technology Octave 1.0 powered 
subwoofer, Feb. 36 

Pinnacle Classic Gold Tower, Nov. 64 

Platinum Studio-1, Apr. 36 

Polk Audio Signature Reference Theater 
System, Jan. 74 

PSB Model 1000, Aug. 45 

Roland MA-12C (multimedia), Oct. 86 

Sunfire True Subwoofer, Dec. 44 

Yamaha YST System 45 (multimedia), Oct. 86 


Other Equipment 

Bose Lifestyle 20 music system, Mar. 42; 
Lifestyle 901 music system, Sep. 60 

Kenwood KC-Z1 Stage 3 home-theater 
controller, Oct. 35 

Marantz DP-870 Dolby Digital (AC-3) 
decoder, Dec. 60 

Mission M-Time integrated home-theater 
system (Kumin), May 56 

NuReality VHT-200 Vivid 3D Theater 
surround processor, May 50 

Rane SSE 35 home-theater equalizer, Jun. 47 

Spatializer HTMS-25 10 surround processor, 
Aug. 52 





Yamaha DDP-1 Dolby Digital (AC-3) decoder, 
Feb. 27; DSP-A3090 Dolby Digital (AC-3) 
decoder/amplifer, May 35 


User’s R 

Atlantic Technology System 220 home-theater 
speakers (Ranada), Apr. 42 

Celestion Home Theater in a Box (Kumin), 
Aug. 56 

DCM TimeWindow SurroundScape speake- 
(Ranada), Aug. 60 

Digital Satellite System revisited (Warren), 
Jun. 51 

JBL Simply Cinema SCS120 home-theater 
speakers (Greenberg), Nov. 70 

KEF 60S/80C/30B home-theater speakers 
(Ranada), Jul. 50 

Mission M-Time integrated home-theater 
system (Kumin), May 56 

Paradigm LRC HT home-theater speakers 
(Ranada), Mar. 52 


THE HIGH END (Mitchell) 


The Future of the CD, Jan. 132 
Getting Serious About the Super CD, Feb. 160 
Alternatives to the Super CD, Mar. 112 


Windows 95 and Multimedia PC’s (Costello), 
Mar. 28 

Surround Sound for Personal Computers 
(Willcox), Jun. 32 

Gateway 2000 Destination PC/TV (Antonoff), 
Aug. 30 

World Wide Web Meets Seinfeld (Tarr), 
Oct. 24 

Surf-Bored? Catch a Page of A/V, Music on 
the Web (Richardson), Dec. 28 


SIGNALS (Pohlmann) 


A Sound Career, Jan. 36 

Is Stereo Dead?, Mar. 22 

Downloading the Future, Apr. 22 

The Last Compact Disc, May 30 
Psychic Audio, Jun. 28 

Tom Holman’s New Experiment, Jul. 36 
Yet Another Profound Revolution, Aug. 27 
Phone Home, Sep. 38 

You Want Mustard on That?, Oct. 32 
Prime Cut, Nov. 36 

Escaping the Ivory Tower, Dec. 26 


SYSTEMS 


Sonic Youth (Richardson), Mar. 70 

Champagne Taste on a Beer Budget (Day), 
May 82 

Good as Gold (Sabin), Jun. 66 

Hidden Treasure (Sabin), Aug. 70 

Brick by Brick (Day), Nov. 104 


TECHNICAL TALK (Hirsch) 


Speaking of Shapes, Jan. 38 

Loudspeaker Measurements: Fact or Fiction?, 
Feb. 24 

My Take on the High End, Mar. 32 

Audio 101: Physical Laws and Subjective 
Responses, Apr. 27 

Audio’s Ergonomic Challenge, May 32 

Heathkit Remembered, Jun. 38 

The Evolving Stereo Receiver, Jul. 38 

What’s a Watt . . . and Why?, Aug. 40 
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Loudspeakers, Then and Now, Sep. 40 

What I Can’t Tell You About a Component, 
Oct. 33 

The Audio Tower of Babel, Nov. 32 

The Flavor of Sound, Dec. 36 


TECHNICAL FEATURES 


AC-3 — see Dolby Digital 

Accessories — see Stocking Stuffers 

Amplifiers, Multichannel (Kumin), Nov. 76; 
also see Comparison Tests 

A/V Connections — see Home Theater 

Car Stereo: High Tech on the Road 
(Palenchar), May 77; A Drop-In Car System 
(Pohlmann), Aug. 72 

Cassette Deck, Choosing a (Foster), Nov. 112 

CD Player, Choosing a (Kumin), Dec. 66; also 
see Comparison Tests 

CD’s: Enhanced CD (Antonoff), Apr. 69; CD 
Care (Sabin), Dec. 88 

CES — see Showstoppers 

Comparison Tests: Multichannel Power 
Amplifiers (Hirsch), Jan. 81; Portable CD 
Players (Pohimann), May “‘; Stereo 
Receivers (Kumin), Jun. : 
Megachangers (Kumin), Jul. 52; Home- 
Theater Speaker Systems (Nousaine), Sep. 
66; Multimedia Speakers (Nousaine), Oct. 
86; Wireless Headphones (Pohlmann), 
Dec. 80 

Computer Speakers, How to Buy (Lu), Jan. 89 

Consumer Electronics Show — see 
Showstoppers 

Digital Audio 101 (Pohimann), Nov. 95 

Dolby Digital: Latest Components and 
Laserdiscs (Kumin), May 70; Inside Dolby 
Digital (Ranada), Oct. 81; Setting Up an 
AC-3 Surround System (Ranada), Nov. 87; 
Laserdisc Demo Selections, Nov. 92 

Don’t Wreck Your Stuff (Masters), Apr. 63 

DVD: Are You Ready? (Pohlmann), Oct. 66; 
DVD Players Waiting in the Wings 
(Palenchar), Oct. 75 

Enhanced CD’s (Antonoff), Apr. 69 

Equipment Buying Guide, Feb. 55 

Equipment Care and System Maintenance — 
see Don’t Wreck 

Exotic Speaker Systems (Greenberg), Sep. 86 

HDTV Update (Feazel), Jul. 24 

Headphones, Wireless — see Comparison Tests 

Hearing Protection (Nousaine), Jul. 71 

Home Theater: Speaker Selection and 
Installation for Problem Rooms (Day), Jul. 
60; How to Wire an A/V System (Masters), 
Jul. 67; Add-On Processors (Kumin), Aug. 
62; Add-On Speakers (Meyer), Aug. 67; 
also see Comparison Tests 

Impedance — see Loaded for Disaster? 

In-Wall Speakers (Young), Sep. 79 

Japan Electronics Show (Harrell), Mar. 79 

Laserdiscs —- see Dolby Digital 

Live Recording (James), Nov. 107 

Loaded for Disaster? (Steinwand), Jun. 63 

Multimedia Speakers — see Comparison Tests 

Receivers: In Search of the Perfect Receiver 
(Kumin), Jan. 60; Stereo Receiver Face-Off 
(Kumin), Jun. 56 

Recordable CD Is Here! (Pohlmann), Mar. 65 

Recording — see Live 

Report from Japan (Harrell), Mar. 79 

Rodrigues Cartoon Caption Contest, Jan. 28, 
Jul. 49 

The Romance of the Record on Jan. 67 

Shelf Systems (Sabin), Mar. 7 

Showstoppers, CES ~yienortig Apr. 57 
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Speakers: Surround Speaker Placement 
(Nousaine), Apr. 46; How to Replace 
Speaker Surrounds (Eichenberg), Jun. 69; 
Wireless (Warren), Sep. 26; In-Walls 
(Young), Sep. 79; Exotics (Greenberg), Sep. 
86; Multimedia Speaker Showdown 
(Nousaine), Oct. 86; also see Loaded for 
Disaster? 

Stocking Stuffers (Warren), Dec. 75 

Subwoofers: How to Buy and Set Up (Kumin), 
Mar. 58 

System Building (Mitchell), Feb. 46 

Vinyl — see Romance of the Record 

Wireless: Speakers (Warren), Sep. 26; 
Headphones — see Comparison: Tests 


BEST RECORDINGS OF THE MONTH 


Popular 

Beck: Odelay, Oct. 97 

Cast: All Change, Jul. 76 

Crenshaw, Marshall: Miracle of Science, 
Nov. 119 

DeMent, Iris: The Way I Should, Dec. 91 

Disappear Fear: Seed in the Sahara, Dec. 92 

Droge, Pete, and the Sinners: Find a Door, 
Sep. 101 

Eatman, Heather: Mascara Falls, Feb. 132 

George, Boy: Cheapness and Beauty, Jan. 95 

Haggard, Merle: 1996, Jul. 75 

Jones, Rodney: The “X” Field, Oct. 98 

Keene, Tommy: Ten Years After, May 86 

The Kennedys: Life Js Large, Aug. 79 

Lauderdale, Jim: Persimmons, Nov. 119 

Lovano, Joe: Quartets — Live at the Village 
Vanguard, Jun. 77 

Newman, Randy: Faust, Jan. 96 

Semisonic: Great Divide, Aug. 80 

Springsteen, Bruce: The Ghost of Tom Joad, 
Mar. 83 

S.F. Seals: Truth Walks in Sleepy Shadows, 
Mar. 84 

Southern Culture on the Skids: Dirt Track 
Date, Apr. 77 

Tears for Fears: Raoul and the Kings of Spain, 
Feb. 133 

Westerberg, Paul: Eventually, Jun. 76 

Weston, Randy: Saga, May 85 

Wilder, Webb: Acres of Suede, Sep. 102 

Williams, Dar: Mortal City, Apr. 78 


Classical 

Bartok: The Miraculous Mandarin, Music for 
Strings, Percussion, and Celesta, Sep. 101 

Beethoven: Piano Sonatas Nos. 26 and 29, 
Dec. 94 

Brahms: Paganini Variations, Nov. 120 

Dvorak: Cello Concerto, May 85 

Gorecki: Kleines Requiem fiir eine Polka, 
Lerchenmusik, Jul. 77 

Harrison: Suite for Symphonic Strings, May 87 

Herbert: Cello Concerto No. 2, May 85 

Macmillan: The Berserking, other works, 
Nov. 122 

Mahler: Symphony No. 5, Apr. 80 

McPhee: Tabuh-Tabuhan, May 87 

Messiaen: Chronochromie, Et exspecto 
resurrectionem mortuorum, Mar. 86 

Mozart: Requiem, Feb. 132; The Magic Flute, 
Jul. 75 

Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 3, Feb. 134 

Rautavaara: Angel of Light, Annunciations, 
Oct. 100 

Roussel: Symphonies Nos. i-4, Jun. 78 

Schubert: “Trout” Quintet and other works, 
Jun. 77 





ROBERTO BROSAN 


Schumann: Humoreske, Kinderszenen, 
Kreisleriana, Aug. 79; Arabeske, 
Symphonic Etudes, Nov. 120 

Shostakovich: Symphony No. 8, Sep. 104 

Sibelius: Violin Concerto, Jan. 95 

Stravinsky: The Rake’s Progress, Dec. 9| 

Tchaikovsky: Violin Concerto, Jan. 95; Piano 
Concerto No. 1, Feb. 134; Jolanta, Oct. 98 

Ung: Inner Voices, May 87 

Wagner: Overtures and Preludes, Apr. 77 


Alagna, Roberto: Arias, Mar. 84 

Argerich, Martha: Rachmaninoff and 
Tchaikovsky Piano Concertos, Feb. 134 

Josefowicz, Leila: Sibelius and Tchaikovsky 
Violin Concertos, Jan. 95 

Ma, Yo-Yo: Dvorak and Herbert Cello 
Concertos, May 85 

Terfel, Bryn: The Vagabond, Jan. 98 

Upshaw, Dawn: White Moon — Songs to 
Morpheus, Aug. 81 


MUSIC FEATURES 


Backbeat: Emmylou Harris (Nash), Apr. 88; 
Warner Western (Nash), Jun. 92; Progressive 
Rock Redux (Richardson), Dec. 111 

Center Stage: George Solti (James), Jan. 126; 
Wynton Marsalis (Smith), Jul. 104 

Christie, William (Salzman), Jun. 73 

Disgraceland, Feb. 42 

Enhanced CD’s (discography, Richardson), 
Apr. 74 

Record of the Year Awards, Feb. 39 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (Masters), Sep. 95 
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